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UNOCCUPIED ZONE

I HAVE been into the unoccupied zone a number of times.
My visits never lasted more than forty-eight hours, except
in October 1940, when I remained a fortnight. I had
crossed the whole of France to get to Marseilles and I was
arrested in more than one town.

In "the course of these journeys, of which the principal
purpose was getting escaped prisoners across the demarca-
tion line, I was able to see for myself that the so-called
free zone was, in reality, as much in German control as
the occupied zone itself. Admittedly there are no troops,
but German officers in mufti stay there under cover of
an armistice commission. They supervise and requisition
as in the occupied zone.

A clandestine paper, Combat, printed the following
comments on the unoccupied zone, referring to an agree-
ment reached on 30th May 1941:

"Vichy has obligingly set out its advantages: free
passage for goods, assets, and securities (other than gold
and foreign bonds or currency) from zone to zone; and the
postal concession of an ordinary postcard in place of the
two-line inter-zone card. Silence has been kept on the
reason for this new flexibility, namely, the opportunity
for Berlin to gain the assistance of industries in the
unoccupied zone, as it has already of those in the occu-
pied zone. The concessions to Germany have not been
disclosed.

"Germany has, in effect, demanded guarantees. The
commercial and financial control she wields in the occupied
zone is to be extended over the whole of France. Vichy
has thus recognised officially the German commissioner
who has been installed in the Bank of France by the
Reich, and whose powers have been increased. His con-
sent, for instance, would be necessary for a change in the
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